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ou must be dreaming. Either that, or you’re suddenly staring at the
most fantastic building you’ve ever seen: like a building topped with
a variety of swirly ice cream, or maybe a colossal multi-coloured bonfire licking the sky.

At the thought of fire, you realise that it is freezing cold, and gratefully pull in
your coat. Your next realisation concerns the masses of people rushing past you
like frightened birds.
“Hey! What’s going on?” you shout at the fleeing civilians, hoping to get the attention of someone who understands English.
Then a man collides with you, sending you both sprawling to the ground. He
makes apologetic motions with his hands while his head looks behind him in
fear.
“Do you speak English? What’s happening?” you say persistently as you pull
yourself up off the ground.
“A monster,” pants the man in a thick accent. “We must run for our lives!” He
points at the source of the commmotion with a quivering finger, then takes his
own advice.
It sounds like E.V.I.L. has already wreaked havoc here. Determined to get to the
bottom of this, you march against the flow of people, pushing your way through
to a wide clearing in the middle of the square.
Breaking through the crowd, you emerge into the vacant space, eyes darting
around in search of the beast. You see children burying their faces in a parent’s
shoulder; husband and wife embracing, as though for the last time.
Then your eyes land on a tiny shape in the centre of the clearing. It is a penny
spider.
Rolling your eyes, you work up something these people clearly lack and approach the harmless critter, scooping it up into one of your pockets. The applause
is immediate and deafening - you can’t help but feel a little elated.
Suddenly, you see a glimpse of red amongst the onlookers, but the wind blows a
piece of paper into your face and you lose sight of it. Peeling the sheet off your
face, you peer at it, and to your surprise it looks strangely familiar...
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